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• •  How	can	Scottish	panel	members	ensure	that	the	spoken	culture	of	Scotland’s	
sector	(as	noted	in	an	over-arching	statement	of	principles	statement	established	by	
Vice-Principals	Learning	and	Teaching	in	Scottish	institutions	when	the	TEF	
consultation	first	appeared)	could	be	overlaid	onto	TEF	assessment	flags?	What	
research	could	we	do	to	explore	how	cultural	perceptions,	even	slight	ones,	play	out	
in	both	the	design	of	the	automated	systems	of	analysis	and	the	hypothesis	testing	
to	occur	on	panels?	 
Finally,	and	perhaps	most	substantially,	are	universities	really	so	like	athletes?	Is	that	what	
we	are	reduced	to	in	the	mind	of	our	governments?	If	so,	we	can	anticipate	metaphoric	
doping	scandals,	petty	squabbles	about	algorithms,	corruption	(fixing)	claims,	coaches	
whose	sole	intention	is	to	get	their	university	to	win	whatever	the	work-life	balance	impact.	
Oh,	no,	wait	a	minute.	Business	as	usual	then?	 
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